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Abraham Tang
AgsociEle Dirscion

Student Programmas and Servicas)

: S R
: Flying Colours _

In the past few months, the SPS a5 well as its student members have achieved
excellent results which comespond to the theme of this issue of Newsletter "Fiying
Colours”, Let's take a look at our achievements!

First of all, most of the finalists for the renowned Hang Lung Mathematics Awards
were the student members of the HKAGE. Moregver, student Jackie Lai who
writes for Newsletter gained a precious expenience and high appraisal in the first
International Conference for Youth. What Is mone, student Cheung Hil Fung Harry
won the Best Contestant Award in the latest Pear| River Delta and Chinese Elite
Schools Physics Olympiad, As fior the work of the 5P5, it has nvited & profiesgional
designer to create a sharp and colowrful logo to symbolize the characteristics of cur
student members. In late Februany, we held the grand and solemn Orientation Day
for our nesw members. This academic year siw the highest number of schools and
students imvolved in the nomination. 1200 students went through the multi-stage
selection process to stand out from ower 2,000 nominees, Besides, with & view o
providing cur members and local students with more precious keaming opportunities,
we will suppart the Mighty Rowers - Arctic Expedition and work with Yan Ol Tong
and Hong Kong Discovery, as well as provide training courses for the MassMutual
Ir. Space Camp Programme. These are only a few examples of the work which the
Acaderny and our members have achieved in the past thres months,

In response to the theme “Flying Colours®, T would like to share with you an
experience happened on the Orentation Day, That day, after the simple but solemn
ceremony, 8 girl student member with a smike and & pair of bright shining eyes asked
e, “Mr Tang, why do people say [ am gifted though I find myself foolish?™ Honesthy,
I had ro doubt about her ability and potential but from her question | was aware
that her understanding of giftednass was incomprahensive. Mr Chan Kwong Yiu, &
guest writer for Mewsletter quotes Professor Lu Xingwel, the Deputy Director of the
Shanghal Education Bureau as saying that “everybody has a talent but is sekdom
all-round”, [ am sure that the girl is talented or else she would not have stood out
from many other student nominees for HKAGE membership, However, whether she
could unlock her potentials to achieve success will all depend on her self-affirmation
or self-=confidence. In addition to high guality courses, the SPS provides various
kinds of seminars and sharing sessions for student members to communicate with
the speakers and have a better understanding of their own abilities which they can
denEop,

(Continue next page)
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Tt is worth mentioning the comments of the speakers on our student members,
Mr Frederick Ma, the Former Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury,
once asked me after a seminar, “Abraham, did somebody tell the students what to
ask? Why is it that they asked those questions which students of their age are not
supposed to ask? They sounded very sophisticated.” It is true that they are mone
mature than students of the same age and have deeper thoughts on issues they ane
intereshied in, and this manifestation often surprises people,

The self-concept of a student i usually developed through his and other people’s
understanding of himself. Building a more positive self-esteem is a stage which
everybody has to go through and there is no need to hurry, T believe that through
gther people’s sharing and affirmation, you will have a better understanding of
your abilities and characters, and you will be able to achieve success. [ also believe
that the articles and the students’ sharing in this ssue of Newsletter will help you
understand yourself,

Finally, as a member af the gifted community, you should be concerned about
the society. Are you moved by the scenes of the 9-magnitute earthquake and the
subseguent calamities in Japan that you feel more obliged to make use of your
talents to wark for the good of mankind in the future? ™Your Gifts, Our Future™ = |
hope each and every one of you can do your best to care for the society and make
contributions ko human beings. If you think your contributions In the future fall
short of giving immediate relief to the needy, why not start your plan of using the
irnpending handout of $5,000 from the government to assist the sufferers?

The HKAGE would like our student members to cbserve the One’ Principle in order
to replire their potentials with an aim and planning. One” Principle calls for each
mermber to participate in at least one activity or programime in his own domain plus
another one in other domains within one academic year, Ab the end of the academic
year, all members will receive their own records of learning from ws. [ hope our
students can Benafit mone as the SP5 develops,

Liet's soar with flying colcurs!

Road to SHINE

The name “gifted student” is a label of pride and praise but can also be that of
perplaxity or striss, Professor Lu Xingwed has said that “everybody has a talent
bt 15 seddom all-rownd”, Gifted students are leamers at the stage of development;
what makes them different ts that they have cutstanding performances in oertain
domains such as music, leadership, physical activities, creptivity and academic
studies. Like their counterparts, they need to learn and develop themsehves and
cultivate a positive value and attitude. It is reasonable and natural for parents,
teachers or peophe in the society to have higher expectation of gifted students.

From my point of view, it is necessary to nurture gifted students, The fundamental
education provided by conventional schools (s crucial but fails to cater to the
needs of gifted students. 1 would Bke fo encourage qifted students to put mone
efforts in thelr daily leaming process and participate in the HEAGE'S programimes
ta enhance themselves and cater for their learning needs. Like a person with
a good appetite, gifted students need to learn mare to satisfy themselves.

& sharing session was held in late February to inspire the new student members
of the HEAGE to think critically, take the nitiative In raising rrdaningful questions,
set appropriate targets in life (money i not the only thing that measures success],
cherish themsehves and work for the good of our country and mankind. 1 would
like to suggest that you read my short article entitied “The Five Things Which
Should Be Dene Daily®. If you identify yoursell with the five things, you can
simply include them in your daily life so as to enhance the quality of your life.

The contents of the sharing session in PowerPoint formal have been uploaded onto
the “Student Zone = School Nomination®™ of the HKAGES wabsite, Let's share with
others!

P A e
Mr Chan Kwong Yiu




Highlights / Clips

Sharing by new student
members
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“Leaming how to think in diverse ways."

"I expect to learn stuff that | cannot learn at school
which would help me cut my fulure career as a polifician
or a history teacher.”

"Enable ma to fully utiize my gifi.”

"think critically , increase creativity and social skills.”

“(5ain experience for my future career, learn skills o join a e rur
in the society instead of academic works.” HECEAEL  TREEM - <
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If you have any comments or suggestions for improving "Thi: Gifted Bulletin®, please contact ws.
BOECARSW

You are weloome to contribute antices or creative works o this bulletin,
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The 1st International Conference for Youth (ICY)

Jackie Lal

The day before T left for South Kerea to participate in the ICY, Pyongyang fired
artillery shells at South Korea’s border islands. The bwo sides were on the verge
of military clash but I did not have the slightest thowght of withdrawing from the
Conference. After the confirmation by the Conference organiser concermied, 1 flaw
to South Korea as scheduled, Now [ think [ made the right chosce and 1 am pleased
with it.

It was my second intemnational conferencs. Many of the participants were Koreans
and some Indians, Mongolians or even Kagakhstanians who all shared one thing in
comman = they were devoted to their own ressanch topics and meticulous about
their studies, Their outstanding research reports earmned them the entry into ICY.
Durirg the three-day Conference, each team took tums to present thelr research
projects and they exchanged kdeas. The research projects werg categorized into
science and social sciences streams with comprehensive topics ranging from
youngsters' political views to activity level of sperms in different media. There
were very axcellent projects such as the device inmvented by a Korean student to
distinguish the sexes of newly hatched chickens by analyzing their chirps. [ really
adrming the student’s idea which [ think is sophisticated and has a high application
value, The QA& session after the presentation was also the focus featuring
high guality questions raised by participants who wene caréfully selected by the
Conference organiser, Argwering questions on the spot i a challenge to shisdents
a5 well 35 3 good leaming opportunity, During the session, witty remarks could be
heard and some of the participants even had a heated debate. 1 ksamed a lot from
the werhal eerhange.

My team’s research, originally an interdisciplinany study project co-organized by the
HKAGE and Pabyll, was about the relationship between Omega-3 fatty ackd and 10, 1
was surprised to be chosen to attend the Conference, during which [ could not help
but feel apprehensive and cautious since T was surrounded by 50 many ouistanding
students and [ was one of the presenters in the first round. However, luckily, 1 could
manage ko finish my presentation swocesshully. 1 would Bee to thank my tubor Ms
Lewng Wai 5 who worked very hard, and the other beo teamimates who could not
attend the Confergnoe. Thiyy have made this precious learning experience possible.
The Conference arganiser held other enrichment activities for us on top of the
presentation. These activities included the talk of futurology by a famous Korean
professor, introduction to econombcs by another professar in the related fieldd,
thematic group distussions about visrious academic subjeds and cansér ofgntations.
The traditional Korean and [ndian musical pedormances as well as the Karakhstan
dance at the opening and dosing ceremaonies were eye-opening.

It was not & large-scale Conference, but 1 could strongly feel that the youngsters
from defferent countries wene persistent in researching into thelr own projects. |
could also feed their enthusiasm about understanding the workd and contributing to
society. It's a pity that the Conference was top short for me to know mone about
the other participants. In a nutshell, [t was a precious chance for me to have
communications with gifted students from all over the world, [ think the trip was
worthwhile and fruitful
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Leaves.

Season's first mark
of spring, its beauty simple yet delicate,
vizing carrying the juice of life: the memories

which create and define our inmermost hearts.
Memories, which interseave and tangle across a
complex spider web of sticky-sweet gloop, like the
caramelized filling of a scrumptious chocalate bar.
Leaves turn gold in the heart of summer: beauty at

its best, nature at its highest, brightest bloom. The
purest, golden hour, the sun all bright and naive. The
days still long and young, the beautiful days of sweeat,
bitter, small. The stings and the pretty ugly moments,
the love, and the ecstasy. Winter dawns: cruel, lovely,
wihite. They fall, creating a hazy red and brown
sheet on the unforgiving frost bitten floor.
Watching the life float away, its beauky, my
life. The highs and lows of countless
souls wither as the leaves leave the
newly freshened mind,

Poem Leaves,

LEAVES

By Talise Tsai
Mr. Schick

“Inspired by Avatar” - By Lau Nga Hin
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